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NuMBER I0. 


The work of the American Bible Society is both missionary and benevolent. 


To all classes in 


this country the Bible is sold at the mere cost of publication, while in foreign lands the Scriptures 
are offered at cost or at merely nominal prices, and given to the poor everywhere without money 


and without price. 


SEVENTY-FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


ADDRESS OF THE REV. J. M. STEVENSON, D.D., OF 
THE AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY. 


Mr. President and Brethren:—The history of the 
origin and influence of the distinctively national 
and non-ecclesiastical societies—the American Bible 
Society, the American Tract Society, and the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union-—has not yet been written. 
When written it will show that in the early years of 
this century a strong conviction was growing in the 
churches that the gospel was not making advance 
against its enemies. Something it was felt must 
be done. = 

In the progress of society new exigencies require 
new institutions, and they will take form as leading 
minds in the community may direct. Such leading 
minds are found in every organization. In churches 
of most intelligence and devotion, there are always 
a few who walk far in advance of the majority in 
projecting new schemes of usefulness; and to these 
the minister looks for his chief help in every forward 
movement. These are the men who-see the need of 
new instrumentalities if the cause of Christ is to be 
kept abreast with progress in other lines of activity. 

In the divided and inharmonious state of the 
Protestant Church (in the early years of this century) 
it was evident to these leading minds that if any 
great movement was to be made to hasten the coming 
of the Kingdom, it must enlist and combine the sym- 
pathies, prayers, and means of good men and women 
in all the evangelical churches. What the separate 
denomination, each working alone, could not do, the 
united body in their most active and devout member- 
ship could accomplish. 


Out of this conviction arose the voluntary societies, 


These were the men who, loving the Bible as the 
infallible rule of faith and life, resolved that its copies 
should be multiplied by the millions, and sent into 


_ every village, hamlet, and household in the land, and 
_ they arose and formed the American Bible Society. 
_ These were the men who knew that the children 


the family, the church, 


‘ah ae 


_ tactics. 


and the State fifty years hence, and seeing vast num- 
bers of them outside of all Christian influences, 
untrained for duty to God or to the country, resolved 
that they should be gathered into companies on the 
Sabbath and taught from the Divine oracles; and 
they formed the American Sunday School Union. 

These were the men, and to a large extent the very 
same individuals, who said the Church, now alas, 
divided into many sections, must unite in this work, 
and the world must be furnished and flooded with 
an undenominational Christian literature, which shall 
teach only the essential truths of the Holy Book, and 
they formed the American Tract Society. 

These three non-ecclesiastical bodies are, never- 
theless, a part.of the Church of Christ, working for 
Christ the Head, in a definite field. We claim for 
them the promises given to the Church, and witness 
daily the blessings of God in fulfilment of the 
promises, And this implies no disparagement of the 
organized churches. It is no reproach to an army 
marching through an enemy’s country that it has 
advance guards, sharpshooters, pathfinders, and road- 
makers, who are governed by the general direction 
of the commander-in-chief, and the exigencies of the 
moment, rather than by the rigid rules of military 
Nor does it imply any under-estimate of 
the value of ecclesiastical rule, if the members of a 
divided Church shall unite in a common work which 
all love and for which they alike pray, and without 
which union the work will not be done. 

The interaction of these three societies upon each 
other, and their beneficent influence upon the organ- 
ized churches out of which they spring, and from 
which they derive their men and means, are themes of 
special interest, but may not be here dwelt upon, fur- 
ther than to say that their influence in reducing the 
height of the walls dividing the denominations, in 
removing prejudices, in promoting harmony of feel- 
ing and action, and thus in preparing the way, and 
leading in it, which will finally result in the unity of 
the visible church—their influence in this direction is 
undoubted, and has been immeasurably great. 

We come to-day, with our greetings to the Ameri- 
can Bible Society, first, because it was the leader in 
the triple alliance, thus demonstrating that there was 
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one common ground upon which all Christians could 
stand, the sure word of God. 

We greet the American Bible Society further be- 
cause its early existence and successful work sug- 
gested to its founders and others that there were still 
broader fields for co-operative Christian action; That 
good men could not only take the written word as 
the rule of life, but that they could and did agree 
upon all the essential and saving truths of that word, 
and could work harmoniously for the widest diffusion 
of those truths. We greet the American Bible Soci- 
ety not only as the forerunner of the other union 
catholic societies, but as furnishing to the world the 
Book on the teaching of which they all stand. 

Above all, we congratulate the Society that it has 
accomplished three-quarters of a century of grand, 
glorious work for the kingdom of our Lord; that its 
many-tongued press speaks for God in almost every 
living language ; that it clothes the divine words in 
forms adapted to the taste of the most esthetic and 
the means of the most affluent, as well as the slender 
purse of the most humble, and sends this living word 
of the living God by every means of conveyance and 
in unnumbered thousands, to the ends of the earth. 

Representing the American Tract Society, I am 
glad to say that we have special and grateful reason 
for congratulations to-day. The history of our most 
fraternal and cordial co-operation with the American 
Bible Society for the sixty-six years of our existence 
has been, so far as J know, one of unbroken har- 
mony. For the last thirty-four years of that time it 
has been my personal privilege to hold occasional 
correspondence with the Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, giving or receiving information of the 
field of our mutual cultivation, and it gives me 
unalloyed pleasure to testify to the constant courtesy 
of these brethren in our official and personal relations. 

Of one point I make special mention. In the work 
of the American Tract Society through colporteurs, by 
whom the society goes into the most secluded defiles 
of the mountains and seeks out the scattered dwellers 
in mines and lumber camps and over wide savannas, 
many families are found still without the Bible; 
families formed, it may be, since the periodical sup- 
ply effected by the Bible Society itself—for these our 
colporteurs need copies of the Sacred Scriptures, as 
they desire to leave no family without the authorita- 
tive guide. And these families are to be supplied 
to a large extent gratuitously as the recipients are too 
poor or too careless to buy. To meet this we ask 
the Bible Society for grants, and to the amount of 
many hundred volumes yearly, and are never refused ; 
a favor which our society most highly and gratefully 
appreciate ; and doubly so, as there is no other pos- 
sible supply, in their own language, for the immigrants 
now coming in upon us like a flood. 

Do the donors of the American Bible Society know 
how resolute the Managers of that Society are to 
give the word of God to every soul in the land, 
sending it not only through their own agencies, but 
by all possible helpers in co-ordinate societies? If 
they knew it and justly appreciated it the treasury of 
the American Bible Society would overflow. 

May this noble Institution round out its century 
with increasing usefulness, standing an immovable 
bulwark against all forms of infidelity through the 
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direct power of the Holy Spirit and the blessed 
Bible, the infallible guide to truth and duty—infallible 
because it was spoken by holy men as they were 
moved to speak by the Holy Ghost! 


ADDRESS OF REV. MOSELEY, H. WILLIAMS, 
OF THE AMERICAN SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


Mr. President and Friends :—With the permission 
of the last speaker, I should like to adopt the early 
part of his address as a part of mine, because he spoke 
of that tripartite relation between those three great 
undenominational societies—the American Bible 
Society, the American Tract Society, and the Ameri- 
can Sunday School Union. 

It is my privilege to present in a few words the 
congratulations of the American Sunday School 
Union. Its home is in a modest granite building 
on Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. It has carved in 
its front the symbol of the clasped hands. It has 
on the pillars a lighted torch, with hands reaching 
out from the darkness trying to kindle other torches. 
It joins hands with all good Christian workers in 
extending the light to those who are in the dark. 

The sixty-seventh annual meeting of the American 
Sunday School Union was held yesterday, and with 
your permission, sir, I will read a brief resolution 
adopted unanimously : 

“ Whereas, The American Bible Society (one of the 
three great leading Union agencies of our country) is 
now engaged in celebrating its Seventy-fifth Anniver- 
sary, therefore 

“Resolved, That we extend to this honored and 
venerable Society our most hearty congratulations 
upon its successful history, and the grand work which 
it has been enabled to accomplish by the blessing of 
God. We recognize, with devout gratitude to God, 


the important. aid which the Society has given to * 


every department of Christian work, and the effective 
influence which it has put forth for the extension of 
the truth, in the circulation in so many different lan- 
guages of the Bible as the inspired word of God.” 

Permit me to give a single backward glance into 
history, before the origin of any one of these three 
great societies which have been spoken of so har- 
moniously together. 

The oldest existing Sunday School Society in the 
world celebrated its centennial in the city of Phila- 
delphia, on the eleventh of January of the present 
year. It was “The First Day or Sunday School 
Society,” organized January 11th, 1791. Its first 
president, and he held the office for forty-five 
years, was Bishop White, the Protestant Episcopal 
Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 

The First Day Society began to do the very thing 
which Dr, Stevenson has said so many in early times 
questioned the propriety of doing upon the Sabbath: 
it taught the children to read upon the Lord’s day, or 
First Day, as it was then called, with the proviso that 


the Bible should be the only text-book used, except 


that where the children were very young some little 
primer or spelling-book might be introductory to the 
sacred word, After some twenty-five years of efficient 


service, it was felt that this Sunday school work should 


be extended more widely, and the First Day Society 
of 1791, became the “ Philadelphia Sunday School and 
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Adult Union” in 1817—a year after this American 
Bible Society was organized. In 1824 thesé and other 
Sunday school societies were brought together, and 
the American Sunday School Union was founded. 

We shake hands with the American Bible Society 
because of the unity of the work and because of the 
continual kindness of the relations existing between 
us ; for we cannot remember any words of complica- 
tion which have arisen to mar the harmony in which 
the American Bible Society and the American Sunday 
School Union have conducted their service for the 
Lord. 

I find historically that in the early years of the 
American Sunday School Union it undertook to 
manufacture Bibles for itself. Its fourth annual 
report says that as many as 18,700 New Testaments 
were manufactured by the society during the year 
and distributed; and the next report shows that 
the number was greatly increased. But it was soon 
found by these Christian men that it was entirely 
unnecessary for two societies to do this work of 
producing Bibles. Therefore a kindly and fraternal 
arrangement early made, that to the American Bible 
Society should be left the work of manufacturing 
Bibles, the missionaries of the Sunday School Union 
carrying them wherever they went with their labors. 
I remember going into the back part of the warerooms 
of the Sunday School Union and seeing ranged in 
double rows, twenty-four cases, so large that it makes 
one tired to think of a drayman unloading them from 


a dray. I said, “What are in all those cases?” and 
they said, “ There are Bibles and Testaments.’”’ ‘‘Is 
that a supply for a year?” I asked. ‘‘Oh, no; they 
will only last for a part of the year.’’ Those two 


dozen huge cases of books bore the imprint of the 
American Bible Society, and before a twelvemonth 
passed the volumes of God’s word were scattered in 
' homes and schools throughout more than thirty States 
and territories. Let me cite one instance : 

In far away Dakota, one boy said to another, “Sam, 
if you will lend me that Bible I will stay at home on 
Sunday and read it, for I don’t want to be a tough any 
longer.” He felt that the Bible put into his hands 
showed the cure for that condition of sin which the 
boy recognized as being “a tough.” - 

And so the good work has gone on. Adopting 
again a part of Dr. Storrs’s address, in which he refers 
to the universal need of two things—the book and the 
man—the Bible Society manufactures the book and 
the American Sunday School Union furnished the 
man who takes the book and puts it where it is 
needed. If a boy or girl, man or woman, far away 
from a bookstore has not a copy of the blessed Bible, 
they receive it from the missionary; but the under- 
standing is that they shall pay for the book if they are 
able. The principle is recognized that anything which 
is bought and paid for is more prized; and it is better 
to ask the small price of a Bible, if a person is able 
and willing to pay it, than to bestow the book gratui- 
tously. Therefore we expect a report of Bibles sold, 
as well as of those given. We wish the former to be 
as large as possible. But there is a recognition of 
those in poverty or distress, or disinclination to buy, 
and the book of God is not withheld from them, 

~The missionaries of the Sunday School Union go 
out ‘‘to plant a school wherever there is a popula- 
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tion,” to gather within it all the men, women, and 
children who can be reached on God’s day, that they 
may sit down together to study God’s revealed will, 
the rule of duty and the way to heaven. ‘The Bible 
that is put into their hands bears the imprint of the 
American Bible Society. The missionary not only 
leaves the book but leaves the school in which the 
book is to be studied with each recurring Sunday. 
They secure as superintendents and teachers those 
people who are best qualified to explain God’s word ; 
and the result is that God blesses his own truth, and 
souls by scores and hundreds are converted to the 
Lord Jesus and consecrate their lives to doing good 
instead of evil. 

Very appropriately then may these great Union 
societies recognize their sisterhood in the common 
work of the Lord, binding together those who call 
themselves by different names—but the one name 
Christian—as they co-operate together in carrying 
forward the work of extending Christian truth and 
saving men. 

We are specially urged to our work by the condi- 
tions of our times. Men’s fluctuating opinions may 
be symbolized by the picture of a ship that was 
anchored to a whale. The whale was drifting hither 
and thither dragging the ship with him, and under- 
neath was the motto, ‘‘ Nowhere a safe trust.” But 
these societies which circulate the Bible are trying to 
establish something more firm than a shifting monster 
of the deep, going hither and thither. They are build- 
ing their work upon the sure foundation of the word 
of God; and Christ says that no storm or tempest 
shall overthrow the house that is founded upon the 
rock of his word. ; 

So the American Sunday School Union gives its 
warm greeting to this American Bible Society on its 
seventy-fifth birthday, with the hope that all good 
Christian people co-operating together shall bring 
the day, not very distant, when on God’s day, God’s 
book, put into the hands of everyone for whom Christ 
died, shall teach them the way of duty and the way 
of salvation. 


FOREIGN DEPARTMENT. 


Cu1na.—Dr. Wheeler writes from Shanghai, under 
date of September 2d: 

We have lost one native helper by death, and others 
have been ill. All members of the foreign staff ap- 
pear to be coming through the hot season in very: 
good shape. Mr. Gatrell is nearly if not quite re- 
stored to health. The fall campaign has already 
opened with considerable vigor and promise. Peace. 
reigns generally. The demands of foreign govern- | 
ments on the Court at Peking may eventuate in. 
trouble, but I am not very apprehensive. . 


VENEZUELA.—Mr. Norwood says: 

In August we sold 422 Bibles, 262 Testaments, and © 
369 Portions, and received in cash $351 28. We also 
gave away 49 Bibles, 11 Testaments, and 62 Portions, 
making the total circulation 1,165 volumes. In Sep- 
tember our sales will be fair, but for various reasons 
they will fall short of the previous month. There is 
a great deal of sickness in the city just now, and 
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much more in the ports, and as a matter of prudence 
I think it best to keep all the men at work in the 
highlands, and leave the low country for the more 
healthy season. 

Moreover, a nice hall has been opened for public 
worship. The congregation has expended some $700 
in furnishing and lighting it, and on Sunday night, 
September 20th, it was opened to the public under 
the most favorable and gratifying circumstances. It 
will seat comfortably 206 persons, but on that night 
at least 300 were inside, with a crowd in the vestibule 
and the street. 


—————_ + e+ ———_ 


PERSIA. 

Among the embarrassments encountered in for- 
eign lands by missionaries, and by Bible agents as 
well, some are peculiar to Mohammedan lands, 
and are the result of Moslem superstitions and 
practices. 

Mr. Whipple gives a graphic account of the excite- 
ment produced this year in Tabreez by the observ- 
ance of the Muharram, or month of fasting—a season 
of frenzy and often of bloodshed. It was an immense 
relief to his family that the tenth day of the month 
had passed in safety, so far as they were concerned. 
He says: 

We heard from several sources that the Moslems 
were intending to massacre all the foreigners, the 
missionaries among the number. The cause assigned 
was the disapproval of the tobacco concession to an 
English company. The Mullahs had excited the 

. people, telling them that the Shah had sold himself 
and his nation to the English, and that their religion 
would be destroyed. 

While we accepted these rumors with a large grain 
of salt, we saw plainly that the Moslems were greatly 
agitated, and that it would not take much to raise a 
mob, and a mob is even harder to control in uncivi- 
lized lands than in civilized countries. We received 
the day before a warning from the mayor of our part 
of the city not to go outside of our enclosure on the 
tenth day, and not to allow our servants to go. Sol- 
diers were stationed in different parts of the Christian 
quarters as an extra caution. The governor-general 
had received strong orders from the king, and on that 
account had looked carefully after the good conduct 
of the citizens. Besides, we had committed-ourselves 
to the merciful care of our heavenly Father, and we 
were kept in perfect peace because our minds were 
stayed on him. 

Every one, even Moslems, felt relieved on waking 
up the next morning (Sabbath), to find that all was 
quiet, and no harm had been done. I believe that 
\this tension of the public safety will result in the 
abolition of this wicked ceremony, and if so we shall 
all rejoice. There will be no more demonstrations 
_at present, and from this time forth until next Rama- 
zan we shall have an open field of work, which we 
shall make the most of. 


rr ‘THE LEVANT AGENCY. 


_ Mr. Bowen writes from Constantinople, under date 
of August 20th : . 
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Our colportage and distribution department con- 
tinues to meet with gratifying and encouraging 
results. There has been decided advance among 
the whole colporteur force in enthusiasm and in the 
spirit of enterprise. Petty interferences occur per- 
haps more frequently than last year on the part of 
ignorant officials, due largely to increasing political 
uneasiness on the part of the government, but for 
the most part our difficulties are now solved more 
easily than formerly. In some districts, as notably at 
Alachan, of which I wrote you last week, bigoted 
Greeks put forth their most zealous efforts to hampe1 
our work, but in other places Greeks are our most 
ready customers. One of our Greek colporteurs has 
recently been visiting the towns near Constantinople, 
along the Marmora, and sold about three hundred 
volumes in less than a month In some parts of the 
country Roman Catholics are becoming more and 
more conspicuous as an element of the population 
upon whose bitter enmity we must reckon. Especially 
in the Aleppo and Oorfa districts, where the Roman 
Catholics are strong, the most petty and unreasoning 
opposition is encountered. In some cases the col- 
porteurs are refused shelter for the night, or violently 
expelled on the ground that they are selling Protest- 
ant and heretical books. The work in the Aleppo 
district is suffering again, as last year, from the preva- 
lence of cholera in that region. Our men, however, 
are watchful of their opportunities and making all the 
effort they can. 

The new pocket edition of the Bulgarian Bible is 
now ready, and a considerable sale, at least for a 
few months, is anticipated, both in Bulgaria and in 
Macedonia. 


———_--- + + -——_— 


CUBA. 
Mr. McKim writes: 


The new treaty with the United States has been 
signed, and a new law promulgated which will reduce 
the revenue very much, should no new contributions 
be levied. It is said here that our license will be 
more than doubled and that all kinds of taxes will 
be increased. This is universal talk, and it affects 
disastrously the trade and the tranquillity of the 
island. 

In revisiting a town or village one has occasion to 
note the results of his first work. Some will be very 
friendly and interested in all that he has to say, while 
others will be quite the opposite, giving him to 
understand that his absence is desirable. One man 
was desirous of knowing “all about the Bible and 
Protestants,” and lost no opportunity of asking perti- 
nent questions. He reads the Bible which he bought, 
and understands some of it. Two others to whom I 
have talked more than once, doubt, deny, and scoff 
at all religion. A fourth avoids me altogether, and 
I know that the priests have command of his heart 
and mind. And so, as in the parable, only some of 
the seed falls on good ground. a * 

It is always interesting to see the anxiety of some 
persons to own the whole word of God. They fre- 
quently ask if we have the whole Bible, if nothing is 
left out. The priests tell them that no Protestant 
Bible is complete, and some refuse to buy unless 
they‘ have the apoeiyphan ay, tocdsaon aeetn aban as 
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THE PROPOSED CHINESE BIBLE. 


The three executive committees appointed by the 
Shanghai Missionary Conference announce the prac- 
tical completion of the work of selecting a full corps 
of translators. The Mandarin Company is already 
organized for work, and it is expected that the others 
will be before very long. It is proposed to have, in 
November, a general meeting of the translators to 
confer about the methods of procedure. 

A formal request bas now been presented to the 
Bible Societies of the United States and Great Britain 
to furnish funds to meet the incidental expenses of 
the work, and they have expressed their readiness to 
share the expenses on a basis which allots one-fifth 
of the sum to the National Bible Society of Scotland, 
and two-fifths each to the American and the British 
and Foreign Bible Societies. 

In reference to this matter, Dr. C. W. 
Chefoo, says: 


Mateer, of 


With so many men to consult, and so many opin- 
ions and such slow mails, it has cost a great deal of 
labor to get our letter ready to be sent. It is difficult 
here to reach a conclusion by correspondence, if the 
subject involves the least difference of opinion. The 
work of securing three simultaneous and harmonious 
translations into Chinese is a great and a difficult one; 
but I have strong confidence that by the blessing of 
God it will be accomplished. The numerous points 
involved account for the delay in getting started. 
Things are now in as promising a condition as could 
be expected. A large number of the translators are 
new hands at this business, but they are none the less 
qualified for the work. The old men have done their 
work, and we have it in our hands, and with it as a 
pedestal on which to stand and start, we propose to 
take it up and go forward. The Church in China has 
a great future before it; and this Bible, which we are 
now about to make, will be no inconsiderable factor 
in the future progress of the Church in this great land. 
In this province the missionary work is more en- 
couraging than ever before. 


APPRECIATED. 


Rev. Charles Leaman, of the Presbyterian Mission - 


at Nanking, sends to the Agent of the American 
Bible Society a welcome remittance, accompanied 
by the following note: 
I am glad to forward you the inclosed sum, which 
our little church here has gathered up since the 
Chinese New Year for the work of the Lord in all 
the world; and this small sum they think can be 
made most useful, and be put to the use they wish 
for it, by giving it to the Bible Society for the distri- 
bution of Scriptures, pure and simple, without note 
-or comment. You will please receive this then for 
the general work of your Society. 


BIBLE DISTRIBUTION IN EGYPT. 
In the annual report of the Board of Missions of 
the United Presbyterian Church, the statement of the 
book department of the Egyptian Mission, prepared 
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by the Rev. J. R. Alexander, presents to the eye in 
tabular form the work of three years, and shows what 
importance is attached to the printing-press as an 
aid to the evangelizing of the land. Among other 
things it says: 

Our book department is one of the essentially 
beneficent undertakings of the Mission, and ranks 
along with the preaching of the gospel and the edu- 
cation of the youth. This department of the Mission 
is really the agent of the Bible societies in placing 
the Bible in the hands of the people. It is a great 
evangelistic agency, for its colporteurs are the fore- 
runners of the preacher and the evangelist. It has 
been one of the greatest light-bearers of our work, 

It has also grown to be a vast business, with several 
distinct branches, involving an outlay, for new stock 
and expenses, of about $10,000 annually. Its income 
is nearly $7,000. There are eight shops and depots 
as distributing centres. Five missionaries give more 
or less of their time to its operations, and twenty- 
eight native shopmen and colporteurs are entirely 
devoted to its work. The country is divided into 
five great districts for colporteur and book work. 
The three great features of the book work are the 
distribution of the Scriptures, the distribution of 
school text-books, and the publishing department. 

For over thirty years the Mission has been engaged 
in distributing the Scriptures throughout Egypt, act- 
ing in connection with the two great Biple societies. 
The British and Foreign Bible Society has annually, 
for many years, given $460 to help in our work, be- 
sides allowing a large discount on books purchased. 
The American Bible Society gave us, during 1890, 
about $3,100 for the same purpose, besides discounts. 

Since the beginning of the work, several scores of 
thousands of volumes (over 150,000 volumes) have 
been placed in the hands of the people, in families, 
in churches, or in schools. For several years the 
distribution has been over 10,000 volumes annually, 
and last year 12,123. Each year a number of these 
volumes reaches Mohammedans, Jews, Catholics, and 
others. They are read and compared with the Koran 
and with other works. Their doctrines are thought 
about and spoken of. Prejudice is removed, and 
Christian ideas and Christian thoughts are better 
understood. Every care is taken that the colporteurs 
should be sincere, enlightened Christian men, able 
to explain the great saving truths of the Scriptures, 
and to pray with the people. There is no doubt that in 
many sections of our Egyptian field the way has been 
prepared, and a desire for the preached word created, 
by the efforts of the colporteurs. In the long stretch 
of the valley between Tahta and Kenneh, for instance, 
the only regular worker for years has been the col- 
porteur; and the pastor at Ekhmeem writes that in 
Girgeh, Menshieh, Belianeh, Arabat (the site of 
Abydos and the temple of Osiris), and many other 
towns, there are now men reading and studying the 
Scriptures. He prays that God will speedily pas 
forth laborers into his harvest. 

The report goes on to speak of the arousing ‘of 


_text-books for the schools in which 6,700 pupils were 


instructed in 1890. During the last three years over 
45,000 volumes of secular books were required, mostly 
for school purposes, besides Scriptures and religious 
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books used. In the same period also about 20,000 
volumes of religious books were placed in the hands 
of the people. These books are all in Arabic and 
are obtained from the press at Beirut. It is thought 
that a small religious paper would be a bond of unity 
between different sections of the field and would be 
of the greatest service. 

SomE time ago there was a young Mohammedan, 
the son of a great Mohammedan saint and doctor, 
who had great anxiety of soul because of sin. He 
read the Koran through and through without finding 
light, when he found in it an expression referring to 
the Old Testament and the New Testament. The 
thought came into the young man’s heart, “If I can 
. only get possession of a Bible, I might get what I 
need.” Most wonderfully, two ladies happened -to 
- be in the district, and he got what he wanted. He 
began with the Gospel of St. John, and by the time 
he got to the third chapter he was a free man, and 
desirous of throwing off Mohammedanism. When 
his father heard of it, he offered a reward of five 
hundred rupees to any one who would kill his son, 
and two hundred to any one who would bring him 
the good news. For two years I had to watch over 
that young man, and then his father found him, and 
with much difficulty we managed to keep him safe. 
At last the old man went back with a New Testa- 
ment. A year after he came and said that he had 
- brought together other mullahs and read it to them. 
He also said: “We have noticed that this is the 
New Testament; that shows me that there must be 
an Old Testament, and they have sent me to get the 
Old Testament.” I had the pleasure of giving him 
one, and just before I left he came with his son and 
said: “The God of my son, whom I wished to 
murder, is now my God; baptize me too into the 
faith of Christ.—The Mission Field. 


SOME SPECIAL REASONS FOR SUPPORTING 
THE BIBLE SOCIETY’S WORK IN ASIA. 
oagr BY AN INDIAN MISSIONARY. 
[FROM THE BIBLE SOCIETY REPORTER. ] 
, The special reasons which I shall mention are 
four, viz. : 

‘I. The Predisposition of the Asiatic mind for 
recewing Religious Truth in the form of a Sacred 
Book.—All the principal Asiatic non-Christian re- 
ligions have a sacred literature to which they appeal, 
and on which they rest, and which makes them so 
much stronger than other religions. Mohammedans, 
Hindus, Buddhists, and Confucianists are all accus- 
tomed to the idea of a written authority for their 
several religious beliefs and practices, and can hardly 
imagine a religion worthy of being so called which has 
not such a basis. In India, though those who have 
received an English education understand an appeal 
to reason, yet the vast majority who have not, and 
many of whom are deeply learned in their own faiths, 
always mean by “proof” in the matter of religion, a 
text from their own sacred books, Shastras or Koran, 
as the case may be. Religious teaching which is 
simply traditional, or which seems to them to be 
(though in substance it may not be) evolved out of 
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the inner consciousness of the teacher, is rejected as 
unworthy of being listened to. Hence the well- 
known great missionary, Bishop French, late of 
Lahore, when he was at the head of the Divinity 
School there, which he founded, used to insist on 
the students, when they went out to preach, taking 
with them at least the whole New Testament (instead 
of a single Gospel), if not the whole Bible, so as 
to be able to give chapter and verse, if necessary, for 
any statement they might make. This deep regard 
for a written authority in religious matters has, indeed, 
its disadvantages. In consequence of it, no matter 
how absurd or immoral in its results any belief may 
be, as long as it is found in the sacred books it can 
hardly be shaken. But it has its advantages also. It 
predisposes the mind to receive the Scriptures as the 
highest and safest authority on Christian doctrine, 
and thus creates a felt want which only the Bible 
society can supply. This is, no doubt, more seen 
among Mussulmans than among Hindus, because the 
former, in spite of their baseless tenets as to the 
obsolete authority and the corruption of the text of 
the Old and New Testaments, still do, in a sort of 
way, reverence these as God’s word ; and sometimes 
this feeling, which the Koran distinctly inculcates, 
prevails over their bigotry. It must have been some 
such feeling as this that lately induced some Mussul- 
man boys in a mission school near Calcutta to ask, 
in the presence of their parents and friends, that the 
prizes which they had won might be Bibles. A still 
more striking instance is one lately given to the world 
by Bishop French. On his way home from the Pun- 
jaub in x1888, he stayed awhile in Persia, and in Shiraz 
he paid a visit to a mujtahid (a sort of archbishop), 
who received him amid a crowd of admiring dis- 
ciples. Bishop French presented him with a copy of 
the Bible in Persian; whereupon the mujtahid took 
it, pressed it to his lips and kissed it, then put it on 
his own head to signify his own subjection to it, and 
lastly spread it out before him, with his hands rever- 
ently placed underneath it, and read out portions of 
it to his disciples. Something more than this feeling 
must indeed have been in the heart of the old man 
who, not long ago, as a missionary party was passing 
through his town (one in the nozth of Persia), put his 
head out of his window, and said: ‘‘ For three years 
I have been longing for a copy of the Gospel of 
Jesus. I am an old man, and the world has done me 
no good; I wish to read about Jesus before I die.” 
But, though this speech indicates something very 
different from distant reverence, yet it is to be 
observed that what he longed for-was, not so much to 
hear, as to “read about Jesus.’’. 


2. Some advantages which the written word of God 
has over the living speaker in reaching the hearts 
of the People-—One such advantage is this, that— 
specially in India, but more or less in other Asiatic 
countries also—the living speaker, if a foreigner, is 
regarded with dislike as such, and if a native, is still 
more disliked as a renegade, but the book comes to 
the people as less foreign than either, and so it 
stands more on its own merits. Of course this dif- 
ference is not absolute; sometimes the Bible shares 
the hatred of which the preacher is the object, but on 
the whole, it is received with far less suspicion than 
the latter. When I was last leaving India, in April, 


= 
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1887, I asked the Hon. Justice Knox of Allahabad 
(where I was then laboring), what I should say to the 
friends of missions in England. He replied in words 
to this effect: “Tell them there is every reason to be 
encouraged, and none to be discouraged. There are 
multitudes of upper-class natives in this city who 
would never come to you or any other missionary as 
inquirers; but I happen to know that they have 
Bibles in their houses and read them too.” Still 
more remarkable is a report lately come from 
Kashmir, where Christian influences have been for 
so much shorter time at work. In Shrinagar, the 
capital, it appears there are many wealthy Mussul- 
mans who possess Bibles; and one of them had read 
his copy through no less than eight times, and declared 
that he liked it better every time he read it! 

Again, the Bible often penetrates where the living 
voice cannot, and moreover it remains and continues 
its silent witness when the preacher could not remain, 
even if he came at first. A most interesting instance 
of this is given in the society’s report for 1890, of a 
man in the district of Akola, who for eleven years 
had had no means of Christian instruction but a 
Testament, which had been sold to a person in his 
village by a passer-by, and which the man in question 
could not himself read, but could only hear while 
others read it. Yet this man’s knowledge of Chris- 
tianity was something surprising, and his love of it 
enough to have brought persecution on his head. 

Often, again, from the fact that the Bible remains 
with the inquirer, and he can consult it in quiet and 
at leisure, whereas intercourse with the teacher in- 
volves more or less of hurry and excitement, the 
mind really opens to the truth when otherwise it 
would seem hardly possible for it do so. One of the 
divinity students I had at Allahabad was awakened 
to a sense of sin in a curious way—by being the 
innocent cause of the burning to death of a cow and 
her calf! In consequence of this awful tragedy, the 
man who had hitherto thought himself, and been 
thought by others incapable of sin, became alarmed, 
and finding no relief to his conscience in Hinduism, 
sought the only Christian man then residing in his 
town. He was a good man, and told him the way of 
salvation, as-any of us, I hope, would have done; 
but it was all so new to the inquirer as to be utterly 
incomprehensible to him. Then the Christian gave 


him a Testament, and he shut himself up for a week ~ 


and studied it; and this led eventually to his con- 
version, and to his becoming, after training, an 
effectual preacher of the gospel. 

3. The Success which is attending the Dissemina- 
tion of the Bible.—Fancy the sale of Bibles and 
portions of the Bible in the Punjaub rising in 1890 to 
half as much again as it had been the year before, 
i. €., from 30,000 to 45,000! Consider, again, the sale 
in the Madras Presidency last year, amounting to 
126,000! And nearly a thousand of these were whole 
Bibles! In truth, when one begins to speak of the 
spread of the Bible in India one hardly knows where 
to stop. For all missionary success is success in the 
dissemination of the Bible; there is not a single con- 
version, there is not a single case of real inquiry even, 
which stops short of conversion, in which the Bible 
does not play a most essential part. Stop the work 
of the Bible society in India and all mission work 
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would wither. One would no more know how to 
proceed than a man with his right arm paralysed 
would know how to fight. But there is another way 
of testing the success of Bible work in India. It is 
the character of the opposition one meets with from 
the heathen and Mohammedans. A great change 
has taken place in this respect since I first went out 
to India in 1861. Compared with what was the case 
then, opponents rarely defend or glorify their own 
religions. Their opposition takes far more commonly 
the form of captious, cavilling objections to various 
texts of Scripture, or to something which they could 
not know but from Scripture, and which they would 
not bring forward did they not pre-suppose a certain 
knowledge of Scripture in the audiences before 
whom they air their objections. Now just consider 
what this implies. Think how a knowledge of the 
Bible, or, at the least, of certain portions of it, must 
have penetrated beneath the surface of society for 
such a line of tactics to be possible! But again, this 
is seen not only in extempore argument, but also in 
published attacks on Christianity, which are every 
year becoming more numerous. In these pamphlets 
and tracts not only is the Bible attacked rather than 
Hinduism or Islam expounded, but in the course of 
the attacks quotations from the Bible are, in many 
cases at least, made rather by way of allusion than 
full quotation, implying a pretty good knowledge of 
the context in the minds of the readers. In this way, 
it is true, the Bible becomes to individuals “A savour 
from death unto death,’’ but to the people in general 
it must be true that “The entrance of thy word 
giveth light.” 


4. The eager love of the Bible displayed by Con- 
verts.—Partly, no doubt, this is to be accounted for 
by their having so much fewer religious books in 
their own languages than we have; but, whatever be 
the cause, it is a most delightful fact, and one which I 
have often thought should put us to shame. Most. 
imperfect, at the best, are the versions of Scripture 
yet made in Asiatic languages, simply because for- 
eigners have in every case necessarily to bear so, 
large a part still (though an ever-decreasing part, 
happily), in the translation; and yet the way the 
native Christians, as a rule, love it, study it, thirst. 
for explanations and expositions of it, is enough to 
rejoice the missionary’s heart amid all his discourage- 
ments. If I may for once adduce an instance outside 
of Asia, I would refer to news lately sent home from 
Central Africa, that a Christian Muganda (2. ¢., native. 
of Uganda) will work for three months for a single 
copy a New Testament, and that in a language for- 
eign to him, the Swahili! And having once over-. 
stepped my boundary, I will cross over to the eastern 
shore of the North Pacific for an instance which leads. 
us to the same conclusion by a sadly opposite way.. 
Those who have at all followed the history of mission. 
work in British Columbia will remember that for 
several years most glowing accounts came home of. 
a model Christian village formed out of degraded 
savages. Appearances were, indeed, all that could 
be desired, but by and by signs of instability and of 
rottenness appeared. In time the secret came out.. 
The missionary, to whose zeal and remarkable per- 
sonal influence all the outward improvement was due, 


had not attempted to give the people the written word 
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of God, but had contented himself with extempore, 
haphazard translations at his services. This was 
amply sufficient to account for all the sad troubles 
and disappointments that followed. Suffice it to say, 
that at present the Bible has been, and is being, 
translated into the various languages of that country, 
and that the work, though less showy, gives every 
appearance of solidity there. 

I conclude, therefore, that from whichever side we 
look at the question, we may see abundantly sufficient 
reasons for supporting the Bible Society’s work in 
heathen lands, specially in Asia. W. Hooper. 


DOMESTIC DEPARTMENT. 


EXTRACTS FROM MONTHLY REPORTS OF DISTRICT 
SUPERINTENDENTS. 


ARKANSAS.—The second Sunday in August I spent 
with the Kingsland Bible Society, preaching once. in 
the town and twice in the surrounding country. At all 
of these services the people manifested interest in the 
work of the American Bible Society. This local 
auxiliary starts with renewed impetus upon the prose- 
cution of its labors. An effort will be made to reach 
all of the children of this vicinity, and to place in their 
hands a copy of the Bible. 

Your Superintendent has made special efforts to 
quicken the life of the local auxiliaries. They are 
beginning to take hold of the matter of supplying 
the children of the Sunday schools. A number of 
schools have been reached through these auxiliaries. 


GerorGiA.—The first Sunday I spent in Dahlonega, 
Lumpkin County, twenty-five miles from the railroad. 
I preached in the morning at the Methodist Church, 
and in the evening attended the anniversary of the 
Lumpkin County Bible Society. This is the first visit 
I have been able to make to this society, and the 
results were very gratifying. After addresses by Rev. 
A. C. Ward, of the Baptist Church, Rev. M. J. Cofer, 
presiding elder of the Dahlonega district, and the 
District Superintendent, a contribution of $60 57 
was made for the purpose of re-establishing the 
depository. 

On the third Sunday I attended the anniversary of 
the Marietta Bible Society. Rev. Geo. T. Goetchius, 
of Rome, delivered an admirable address, after which 
a contribution of $107 10, in cash and subscriptions, 
was made to the cause. Of this amount $50 were 
donated to the American Bible Society. 

The fitth Sunday I preached in the Methodist 
Church, Fort Valley. After preaching I asked for 
$50 for the American Bible Society, and received, in 
cash and subscriptions, $53. 


ILttno1s.— The following auxiliaries report for 
August, to wit: Christian, Macoupin, and Stephen- 
son Counties. 

Christian County has made a partial canvass, anti 
its branch societies have been visited and put in 
working order. They make a donation of thirty 
dollars to the Parent Society, and the outlook is 
hopeful. 

Stephenson County auxiliary holds its own very 
well this year. Its record ies been a good one bien a 
quarter of a century. 
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There were two large and enthusiastic anniversary 
meetings this year at the same hour. 


INDIANA.—The month of August was one of hard 
work under somewhat discouraging circumstances, 
but nine societies were visited and five anniversaries 
held. Three conferences were attended, in each of 
which encouraging words were spoken and action 
taken looking to financial aid. The effort to get 
every one who can read to own a Bible is materially 
increasing our sales, and is thus contributing to a 
wider circulation of the Scriptures. 


MICHIGAN AND WIsCONSIN.—The month of August 
has been given largely to work on the frontier. I have 
visited several counties where the people are mostly 
foreigners, and who are about equally divided between 
the Roman Catholic Church and the Old State Luther- 
an Church, with only a few English-speaking churches 
struggling to maintain an existence. 

The annual meetings were well attended, and the 
interest shown indicated that the Bible cause has a 
warm place in the hearts of the people. 

The Sunday school supply gives promise of success. 
The local societies are making propositions to the 
Sunday schools connected with co-operating churches 
to furnish all needy and destitute children with Bibles 
at reduced prices. During the month one hundred 
and five children have been supplied by the American 
Bible Society, and two hundred and forty-five through 
auxiliary societies. 

MINNESOTA AND NorTH AND SouTtH DaAkoTa.— 
During the month your Superintendent visited 16 
Bible societies, attended 7 anniversaries, and deliv- 
ered 17 sermons and addresses. 

After visiting the Minnehaha County Bible Society 
I reached Canton, S. D., for the fourth Sunday in the 
month. Inthe morning I preached in the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, and in the evening addressed the 
annual meeting of the Lincoln County Bible Society, 
held in the Church of God. All the churches united 
for this service and the meeting was well attended. 

On the last Sunday morning and afternoon I 
preached in the Welsh Presbyterian Church of 
Plankinton, and secured a liberal collection for the 
Society. In the evening I addressed the annual meet- 
ing of the Aurora County Bible Society, held in the 
Congregational Church of Plankinton. The people 
have been blessed with a bountiful harvest in this 
vicinity and feel greatly encouraged, and the Bible 
work is receiving some of the benefit. 


NEw JERSEY AND DELAWARE.—I am pleased to 
report quite a successful month’s work in August. 
At the Third Presbyterian Church of Trenton I pre- 
sented the Bible cause on Sunday, August 2d. I 
found the people much interested in our work, and 
the collection was the largest taken in many years. 
I addressed the Green Street Methodist Episcopal 
Sabbath School on the afternoon of the same day. 

On Sunday, August 9th, I preached in the Presby- 
terian and Methodist Episcopal Churches of Flem- 
ington, N.J. All manifested a hearty interest in the 
Bible cause. By invitation of the Island Heights 
Camp-meeting Association [ conducted “ Bible Day” 


services there on Tuesday, August rith. It was an _ 


interesting occasion. August 12th I visited and took 
part in the “ Inter-denominational Bible Conference,” 
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at Ocean Grove. The attendance was large and the 
exercises of a most interesting character. 

August 16th I presented the Bible cause at the 
Methodist Episcopal Church of Montclair, and a col- 
lection was taken. In the evening I preached in the 
Methodist Episcopal Church at Westfield. 

I spent Sabbath, August 23d, at Freehold, N.J., and 
had a very profitable day, preac hing in the Reformed 
Church in the morning and in the afternoon address- 
ing the Sabbath school at East Freehold. 

The annual meeting of the Hunterdon County Bible 
Society was held at Milford, on Tuesday, August 25th. 
The attendance was good, and reports indicated a 
prosperous year. 


New Yorxk.—-Meetings have been held by your 
Superintendent during the month of August at Ful- 
ton, Clifton Springs, Canoga, Currytown, and Maple- 
town, and contributions were made or promised by 
all these churches. At Clifton Springs Sanitarium 
the contribution was much larger than last year. 

The annual meeting of the Greene County auxiliary 
occurred July rst. Since that time this auxiliary has 
had two agents in the field,who have canvassed several 
of the towns quite thoroughly. The secretary reports 
that the society will have “some money to pass in by- 
and-by to the treasury ” of the Parent Society. 

Reports from the Sullivan County auxiliary show 
that it is at work organizing branch societies in the 
various towns of that county. It is hoping to soon 
place an active agent in its field. 


NortTH AND SouTH CAROLINA.—I have this month 
attended and addressed on the Bible cause, the annual 
meeting of the Mecklenburg County Society in North 
Carolina; two Sunday school conventions, one Metho- 
dist District Conference, two churches, and one Sab- 
bath school in South Carolina. In addition to these 
labors, directly in the Bible cause, I have delivered 
fifteen other sermons and addresses to conventions 
and congregations. It has been a favorable season 
of seed-sowing; the harvest, I trust, will follow in 
due time. 


Texas.—The second Sabbath of August I was at 
Ladonia, in Fannin County. In the morning I visited 
and addressed two Sunday schools, preached in the 
Methodist Church, South, and collected money for 
the Bible cause. In the evening I addressed a union 
meeting in the Cumberland Presbyterian Church, it 
being the annual meeting of the Ladonia Auxiliary. 
The meeting was full of interest, and I was well 
pleased with the spirit of its officers. 

On the 7th and 8th of the month I attended the 
Sunday school convention of Fannin County, and 
presented the Sunday school feature of our work 
which, it seemed, was well received by all. 

The fifth Sabbath found me at Amarillo, in Potter 
County, a new and beautiful town in the Panhandle 
of Texas. In the morning I addressed the Methodist 
Sunday school, and at three o’clock attended and 

addressed the first annual meeting of that Bible 
society. In the evening I preached to a large union 
meeting and collected money for the Bible cause. 
The occasion was one of interest, being the first 
annual meeting of a Bible society in this growing 
and important place—a country which, in my school- 


_ days, was laid down in the map as part of the “Great _ 
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American Desert.” Jt is being settled up with good 
people who are building churches and schools, and I 
was much pleased with the prospects. With its effi- 
cient officers and central location, this auxiliary prom- 
ises to be the means of much good. 


+ 


A LIVE COUNTY BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Tuesday, September 22d, the Somerset County 
sible Society held its annual meeting at Peapack, 
N.J. Regularly during each of the preceding seventy- 
three years it had celebrated its anniversary, recount- 
ing the work done and preparing for new activity. 
The original founders of the institution, men of mark 
and influence in their time, have passed away, but 
each generation furnished those who loved the cause 
and were willing to toil for its advancement, and the 
society still holds its place in the favor of the people. 
Its yearly meeting usually brings together all the clergy 
of the county (save the Romanists), and the bone and 
sinew of the laity. 

This year the executive committee reported the 
results of an earnest effort to supply with the word 
of God the foreign-born population of Raritan, Somer- 
ville, and Bound Brook. An experienced canvasser 
went from house to house, visiting almost three hun- 
dred families, and seeking to sell Bibles, or, where 
that could not be done, give them gratuitously to all 
who would receive them. To this end it was required 
that the word should be furnished not only in English 
but also in German, French, Italian, Bohemian, and 
Hungarian, and owing to the stock kept on hand at 
the Bible House in New York this was done in every 
case, and every immigrant in the district mentioned 
has had the living oracles offered to him in the tongue 
with which he was born. Often the offer was received 
with indifference, but sometimes with deep interest 
and emotion. 

A touching memorial minute was adopted respect- 
ing the late Frederick J. Frelinghuysen, Esq., who had 
faithfully served the society as its secretary for forty- 
seven years, as his father, Gen. John Frelinghuysen, 
had done for fourteen years, dying in the office in 
1833. The oldest son of the late secretary was unani- 
mously elected to fill his father’s place. 

A resolution was passed urging the people to avail 
themselves of the liberal offer ot the Parent Society 
to furnish Bibles to children and youth in Sunday 
schools at greatly reduced prices. Measures were 


taken to secure a proper observance in 1892 of the 


completion of three-quarters of a century of the soci- 
ety’s existence. The meeting was closed bya short 
but very thoughtful and suggestive address by Dr. 
M. H. Hutton, of New Brunswick.—Zhe Christian 


Intelligencer. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


F Let 


READING THE BIBLE. 


There is a wide-spread impression that the Holy 
Scriptures are not read as diligently and con- 
scientiously as they once were, and that the knowl- 
edge of the word of God, which was possessed by 
the men and women of former generations, is not to 
be found in the present time. 


Every one can remem-_ 
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ber some one, whose presence in the family was 
always a benediction, and around whose chair chil- 
dren and grandchildren gathered with affectionate 
freedom. Near this venerable form, as we recall it, 
lay always a well-known book, and from its pages, 
every day, lessons of faith, hope, and a serene trust 
were drawn by which the soul was “nourished unto 
all goodness,’’ and refreshed by promise, psalm, or 
vision of the heavenly rest. A day came when this 
venerated form disappeared, but the precious book 
remained, and many were the marks revealed to the 
eye of affection after death which showed how it 
had upheld and comforted the heart which had 
ceased to beat. 

Is there such devout and constant reading of God’s 
holy word now? We-fully believe that the beau- 
tiful custom does still exist, and that many men and 
women still know of this fountain of living waters, 
gathering about it daily for refreshment and guid- 
ance. The great company of invalids—those whom 
God has shut in their homes, and who hear in 
quietness the far-off rush of busy life—what would 
they do without the sacred word, and without the 
communion which they find in it, in lonely hours, 
with the Saviour whom they love and trust? Occa- 
sionally, also, we have a record of one who, in the 
midst of the ceaseless exactions of a business career, 
never failed to secure an hour of the day in which 
God’s word was reverently read, and the enlightening 
influence of God’s Spirit sought. Household duties, 
always recurring, and sometimes very perplexing, 
have not kept devout women from the faithful 
perusal of chapters df the holy book. We do not 
believe that this good custom is dying out. 

Whether this daily reading of the Scriptures for 
devotional purposes, and for the strengthening of the 
soul for the duties and temptations of life, is as faith- 
fully observed as in past days, we cannot tell. We 
sometimes fear that it is not, but necessarily this is a 
matter which is screened from public observation. 
It is not easy to determine what is observed, or what 
is neglected, in the seclusion of the home, and the still 
narrower bounds of the closet. On the surface of 
things it is manifest that in the church this is an 
active rather than a meditative age. It seems to be 
easier, in our time, to do some great work for Christ, 
or for the well-being of men, than to sit down quietly, 
commune with our own hearts, and be still. Public 
duties multiply. ‘The activities of Christian life grow 
more abundant, and they seem to grow more exacting 
in the labors they require, and the time which they 
demand. Now, all this outward, busy life, even when 
it concerns the things of the kingdom, may withdraw 
thought and attention from the written word, and we 
readily excuse our failure to peruse quietly and con- 
stantly its sacred pages by the suggestion that we are 
serving Christ in action, and working out his will in 
the manifold ways of Christian work. It is easy to 
see that a constant temptation to omit the careful 
reading of the Scriptures may beset us from the 
crowding in of the imperative duties and Christian 
activities, which so mark this age of missionary and 
benevolent effort, 

But whatever may be the facts, and however easily 
we may suggest reasons for any apparent neglect of 
the reading and study of the Scriptures as a method 
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for growth in grace, the duty must still be acknowl- 
edged, and, when acknowledged, must be performed. 
Christian men and women must read and study the 
word of God. No pressure of Christian work in all 
the manifold activities of the present day should pre- 
vent the daily devotional perusal of God’s holy word. 
Christian effort cannot be substituted for thoughtful 
and serious attention to what we are taught of God 
in his holy book, and by which we are to be renewed 
and sanctified. We must be filled with divine truth, 
if we are to growin the divine life. Our Christian 
activities, furthermore, can only be sustained and 
enlarged by much communion with Christ through 
his word. The sources of great rivers are hidden 
away in mountain and glen. Fountains burst out in 
secluded places, and gentle brooks run through shaded 
ravines. They meet at length, and mingling in their 
onward flow set at work industrial activity in a thou- 
and shapes and forms. But what would keep all these 
activities in motion if the fountains should fail, and 
the brooks be dried up? What shall sustain steadily 
the long-continued effort of the Church of Christ to 
recover the world for its Master and King, save the 
feeding of each member of the elect body in the green 
pastures of the divine word? The real power to do 
great things for Christ must come from the secluded 
place where men commune with God, and gather 
motives, duty, and incitements to effort from his words. 
Inspiration to enlarged Christian enterprise in the con- 
version of the world to Christ can be supplied steadily 
only by the enlarging of the knowledge of the “truth 
as it is in Jesus,” and by the impulse to al! duty and 
work which is generated only by daily contact with 
the word of the living God.— The Presbyterian. 


HUMAN THOUGHT AND GOD’S WORD. 
BY DWIGHT M. PRATT. 


The movement of human thought through the ages 
is a study of absorbing interest. One philosophy 
follows another. One man, one generation, one 
century offers one solution of life, another, another. 
For example, the history of philosophy is divided 
into four great periods: the ancient, the Grecian, the 
Grezeco-Romanic, and the modern. These different 
periods are divided and subdivided until the mind 
is wearied and confused with the endless changes 
of thought and opinion. The ancient philosophy 
includes seven great schools, and thus seven or more 
great transitions of thought. The Ionic philosophers 
were followed by the Pythagoreans, the Pythagoreans 
by the Eleatics, the Eleatics by Heraclitus, Heraclitus 
by the Atomists, the Atomists by Anaxagoras, and 
Anaxagoras by the Sophists. During the later periods 
the Sophistic philosophy was succeeded in turn by 
Stoicism, Epicureanism, Skepticism old and new, New 
Platonism, Scholasticism, Idealism, Realism, Material- 
ism, and all the modern isms innumerable. 
modified the teachings of Socrates, and Aristotle dif- 
fered from Plato. Modern philosophy has witnessed 
even greater and more rapid changes. Descartes, 
Spinoza, Hume, Leibnitz, Kant, Fichte, Schelling, and 
Hegel each had his followers, and a new and different 
view of life from his predecessors. rion 

Such are the changes in human philosophy. These 
historic transitions reveal the evrancy of man and 
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the absolute insecurity of human authority. These 
renowned men exhibit the keenest intellect and the 
profoundest reason that man can bring to the solu- 
tion of life’s problems, yet the world to-day refuses 
to accept any one of them as an ultimate authority. 
It was, I think, the historian D’Aubigne who said that 
he would give more for one ray of light from God's 
word than for all the wisdom of men. “The word 
of God liveth and abideth forever.” It has stood 
unchanged and imperishable through all the vicissi- 
tudes and conflicts of human opinion. It commands 
as never before the confidence and affection of the 
world. 

Human thought is like the tide ; one wave follows 
another, each in turn losing its identity when it 
breaks upon the shore. God’s thought is like the 
river which flows steadily and unceasingly through 
the very heart of the stable continent which holds 
the restless sea in check. 

The tide rolls back upon its own course ; the river 
never alters the direction of its current. The tide 
loses one hour the gain it made the hour preceding ; 
the river is ceaseless in its progress and keeps the 
ocean supplied with its energy and life. The river 
feeds itself from its own enduring fountains; the 
ocean is fed by the river. 

The course of the Bible through history proves 
that it is of God. It has not been affected by the 
fall of empires, by the changing philosophies and 
religions of man, nor by any of the historic transitions 
which are necessary conditions of all that is finite 
and temporal. Not so with human thought. Each 
age has its tides and is affected thereby. Discussion 
and investigation are necessary factors in human 
progress. The ocean would become stagnant were 
it not for the commotion wrought in its waters by 
storm and tide. The river needs neither storm nor 
tide, for it has perpetual life in itself. He who is 
anchored to God is not rendered uneasy by contro- 
versy and commotion in the world of human thought. 
—Religious Herald. 


RE-READING THE BIBLE. 


One of our youthful correspondents this week uses 
the expression, “I used to hate to read the Bible, but 
now, the more I read, the more I want to read.” The 
boy does not understand the reason; to others it is 
plain. 

The reading of the Bible increases our love to the 
Lord. And that love throws new and beautiful Aight 
on the truths that are found on its pages. So that 
the more we read, the more illumination we have to 
show its richer and finer points. 

Again, the perusal of the Bible gives us be¢/er vision. 
The very reading enables us to comprehend more 
of the character of its great Author, and to see all 
things more as he sees them. Then, at our subse- 
quent readings, we are looking on the pages, as it 
were, with new glasses. Just as the enlarged vision 
of the astronomer (that comes from the acquisition of 
a large telescope) enables him to see new beauties in 
the heavens, so the enlarged spiritual vision that comes 
from Bible reading, deepens our views of the truth. 

Once again. The Lord has chosen to make the 
Bible a treasury, in which many of the most precious 
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gems are not on the surface, but laid up, as it were, 
in inner chambers. And the key to these chambers 
is to be found in the comparison of Scripture with 
Scripture. The more we read, the more familiar we 
become with the other parts of the Bible, and we will 
be able the more readily to compare what we are 
reading with some other passage on which our atten- 
tion was fixed, as never before, at some recent 
perusal. So that a frequent re-reading is one of the 
best means of discovering the beauties of the word 
of God.— Christian Observer. 


THE BOOK OF GOD. 

The Bible is a unique book. It bears a double 
aspect. Though the work of man, it affords indubit- 
able evidence of having come from God. If man 
spoke its immortal truths, he spoke as he was moved 
by the Holy Ghost. The evidences of this divine 
origin of the Bible are various and convincing. The 
book itself lays claim to inspiration. It tells of holy 
men moved to write, of theopneustic, divinely- 
breathed Scripture, profitable for doctrine and cor- 
rection. The prophecies, clear utterance of things 
many of which are fulfilled only ages after, bear 
unmistakable, infallible proofs of the divine origin of 
the communications. Who but God could have seen 
the end from the beginning? What man, save one 
inspired of God, could have given forth the record 
of the far-distant events? The record appeals to 
individual Christian consciousness. 

The sincere and humble soul, in opening and reading, 
is conscious he is dealing with something more than 
the humanauthor. The words are charged with spirit- 
ual power. An intense light from the throne streams 
through them and illuminates the darkest chambers 
of the soul. ‘In the Bible,’’ said Coleridge, ‘‘ there 
is more that finds me than | have experienced in all 
other books put together; the words of the Bible 
find me at greater depths of my being; and whatever 
finds me, brings with it an irresistible evidence of 
having proceeded from the Holy Spirit.” This ex- 
perience of the searching and finding quality of the 
holy book was not peculiar to the great metaphysician. 
All Christians have felt the same. It is not an illu- 
sion of individual consciousness, but an ecumenical 
experience secured by an objective fact—Zion’s 
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“Ten REASONS WHy I BELIEVE THE BIBLE IS THE 
Worop oF Gop.—First, the testimony of Jesus Christ; 
second, its fulfilled prophecies ; third, the unity of the 
book; fourth, its immeasurable superiority to any 
other book, for it contains nothing but the truth. 
Every truth on any moral or spiritual subject is 
found in substance in the Bible. If you take from all 
literature in all ages the wheat, you will not havea 
book to equal this book. Fifth, the tidings of the 
Bible; sixth, the character of those who accept it 
and of those who reject it; seventh, the influences 
of the book to lift men; eighth, its inexhaustible 
depths ; generations have studied, and yet they cannot 
reach to the bottom; ninth, as we grow in holiness, 
we grow toward the Bible; tenth, the testimony of 
the Holy Spirit. We begin with God and end with 
him.”—Rev. A. Torrey. - or ; "i 
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Tuer late Henry Thornton, who did not drive from 
him people who sought subscriptions for mission 
work as if they were mendicants, as some rich per- 
sons are in the habit of doing, in response to an 
appeal from a visitor, once wrote out a cheque 
for £5. Before the ink was dry a telegram was brought 
to him. He tore open the envelope, read the contents, 
and turned ashy white. He said to his visitor, a 
clergyman: “I have received some dreadful news. I 
have lost hundreds of pounds. Give me back that 
cheque.” It was not pleasant to give back the cheque, 
and I dare say nine persons out of ten would have 
cancelled it, but Mr. Thornton, on receiving it back, 
altered the “45” to “£50,” saying: ‘‘ God has taught 
me that I may not much longer possess my property, 
and therefore I must use it well.”” Did Henry Thornton 
lose anything by that? Did he die a bankrupt? No: 
he continued one of the most prosperous merchants 
of his day, and consecrated his wealth, his influ- 
ence, and his time to the Lord Jesus Christ.— South 
American Missionary Magazine. 


JoHN RuskIN, in his autobiography, tells of the 
foundation on which the character of this remark- 
able man was reared. It was the work of his 
mother : 

“After our chapters (from two to three a’ day, 
according to their length), the first thing after break- 
fast (and no interruptions from servants allowed, 
none from visitors, who either joined in the reading 
or had to stay up-stairs, and none from any visiting 
or excursions, except real travelling), I had to learn 
a few verses by heart, or repeat, to make sure I had 
not lost something of what was already known; and, 
with the chapters thus gradually possessed from the 
first to the last, I had to learn the whole body of the 
fine old Scotch paraphrases, which are good, melodi- 
ous, and forceful verses, and to which, together with 
the Bible itself, [ owe the first cultivation of my ear 
in sound.” 

Mr. Ruskin prints his mother’s list of the chapters, 
‘with which, thus learned, she established my soul 
in life.” It is as follows: Exodus, chapters xv., xvi, ; 
II. Samuel, i., from the seventeenth verse to the end; 
I. Kings, viii.; Psalms, xxiii., xxxii., xc., xci., ciii., cxii,, 
cxix., cxxxix.; Proverbs, chapters ii., iii., viti., xii. ; 
Isaiah, lviii.; Matthew, chapters v., vi., vii.; Acts, 
chapter xxvi.; I. Corinthians, chapters, xiii., xv. ; 
James, chapter iv.; Revelation, chapters v., vi. And 
truly (Mr. Ruskin says), ‘‘though I have picked up 
the elements of a little further knowledge—in mathe- 
matics, meteorology, and the like, in after life—and 
owe not a little to the teaching of many people, this 
material installation of my mind in that property of 
chapters 1 count very confidently the most precious, 
and, on the whole, the one essential part of my 
education.” 


AN unstudied Bible means a grieved and silenced 
Holy Spirit, my fellow Christian ; for the Holy Spirit 
unites and influences your spirit in the written word, 
just as in conversation your spirit and mine meet and 
influence each other through the words which we 
may use. It is as we look into the mirror of the 
written word that the Holy Spirit reveals to us. and 
glorifies Jesus.—Riddel/. 
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Dip every reader of Scripture consider, that he 
comes ignorant, weak, under a nature corrupt and 
prone to sin, when he applies to those sacred books 
for instruction’ that he is, therefore, not to bring his 
preconceptions with him, like one who knows already 
what he is to think and do; and that he comes to a 
Teacher who is willing to direct him, who has made 
provision for all his wants, and és able to help his 
infirmities, he could have no doubt about his success. 
In that case, the instructions and the disciple are so 
well fitted to each other, that he might easily find out 
“the way, the truth, and the life."—Rev. Philip Skelton. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. 


New York, OCTOBER 15, 1891. 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 

The stated meeting of the Board of Managers was 
held at the Bible House on Thursday, October tst, 
1891, Theophilus A. Brouwer, Esq., Vice-President, 
in the chair. 

Devotional services were conducted by the Rev. 
A, So Hunt, Dab: 

In the correspondence presented from foreign lands 
were letters from Mr. Norwood, representing that the 
sales of Scriptures in Venezuela in August were 
remarkably great, and that the people in Caracas had 
secured and opened for public worship a hall capable 
of seating 200 persons. At the opening service it was 
packed to its utmost capacity with an interested and 
demonstrative congregation. 

On recommendation of the Committee on Distribu- 
tion, grants of books were made to the value of about 
$1,510, including consignments to the Society’s Agen- 
cies in Cuba and Brazil. 

Secretary Hunt reported concerning visits recently 
made to Conferences of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church in Ohio, Illinois, lowa, and Nebraska. 

The issues from the Bible House in September 
were 86,597 volumes; issues since April rst, 454,884 
volumes. 


Deceased Members. 


Rev. Samuel D. Burchard, D.D., New York. 
Rev. Hervey D. Ganse, D.D., Chicago, Ill. 
Rey. Joel Squier, Chatham Centre, N. Y. 
Rey. R. F. Bunting, D.D., Gallatin, Tenn. 
Rey. James Leaton, Carlinville, Il. 

Rev. Wellington &. Cross, Foxcroft, Me. 
Rey. Oliver E. Cobb, Tarrytown, N. Y. 
Rey. Ezra Withey, New London, Ct. 

Rey. John Bier, East Liberty, Pa. 

Mrs. A. N. Bartholomew, Allegheny, Pa. 
Mrs. John M. Van Buren, Nyack, N. Y. 


Summary of District Superintendents’ Reports for 
the month of August, 1891. 


Number of District Superintendents Pada Os Saat 
Auxiliaries, Branches, ete., visited... 
Anniversaries attended. . Poss Oso capacne 
frpsnan Am ie ot stants abet 
rmons and Addresses delivered for the Bible cause 
Letters sent aims crenaaty. eee ‘ 


SO eee hee teeters 


October, 1891. 


Miles travelled on Official duty 29,171 
Donations and subser iptions secured for Bible cause $1,805 37 
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Summary of Bible Distribution in August, by 13 


ties, receiwed in September, 1891. 
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Summary of 75 Annual Reports of Auxiliary Socie- 
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a : " A Receipts from sales in twelve months..............5+ $6,268 038 
Colporteurs and 23 County Agents bets £ Receipts from collections and donations.......--+-++ 4,539 60 
Days of Service Co. Ag’ts. Paid American Bible Society on book account...... 8,092 % 
aitica Ha alae ce eta cece teneenenseesinsectaens 551 Paid American Bible Society on donation account.. 812 2 
Famili cae Pe AREN ds SO aT ROE TS 4,553 Expended on their own fields............cceceeeceeees 2,960. 50 
Shae — hy, thems +<. + 0% sascny: 10,310 Value of books donated. ...........ssssesenseeeeenenns 683 #4 
Families a cet np fe copy Of Soriptures 1,242 Value of stock on hand at date.............eeeee eee es 6,405 81 
Sienkikote Se iam ice e ery betes oa 159 No.of these auxiliaries reporting general operations 23 
yeh ite =: sips ied in addition. 189 426 Collecting and distributing Agents employed........ 28 
at ; of B SOLD Koo Rcd SECA 8 1,410 1,842 Pamilleswishted by, thetiierr. ccc nces ous bob vee sweeteners 26,157 
alue of books sold. Stee eseseneeeeeeeeeeees $421 21 = $723.55 Pamilles Toun Gg OSStipw eee. oe scccns sce Pabice coer at 1.388 
Number of books distributed gratuitously. 266 "78| Destitute families supplied........0-.0i...cocecesvesss 1,339 
Value of books distributed gratuitously... $47 16 =©$159 92 += Destitute individuals supplied in addition............ 885 
Contributions received.................02545 $67 70 $571 43 Sabbath and other schools supplied...............++++ 4 
MONTANA. Children Of Rolfe, 18. ces o.2+. wsiios vse $2 28 
REOEIPTS IN SEPTEMBER, 1891. Montana Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 20 00 ee “* Rock Rapids, Ia omar 6 64 
= NEBRASKA Clark, Richard A., Riley, Ohio Ae 5 00 
Look, Roselia § Rao Orate, Cong: Church icc. cen edsece dees. 6% Compton, Rey. J. W., Palouse City, 
5 an ate o autauqua, oe O’ Neil’, Bethany Pres. Ch as 87 ee S cine . Sorte : NE Arn daedadoacuonon : 
Rat war ens peeet ase Tos eto emnes Sc ne Wahoo, Pres. Church............. 0... 2 07 ickels, Rey. Mr., Siam..........++ +++ : 
— Susan, late of Middletown, cg t Fitzsimmons, Charles, Granger, Ia... 5 00 
settee tenet eee cece cence eee eene ees 1,000 00 Fianders & Deckertown, Meth. Ep. Graff, Mrs. Julia V., Fonda, ». Y vetee 30 00 
; ae Uhrarchestese ose. , ; 30 00 Gitts from Individuals, through Dist. 
$1,522 76 ch 7 7 95 
Hammonton, Pres. Ch............. 10 00 Supt. Evans..-...-0....2+-24¢ tet a 
CHURCH COLLECTIONS. Medford, Meth Ep. Ch...........- yeoePeY DE. <j eUpbard Mes. lus Dbenin ON es ea 
’ my . vw 
ae Sam Fa : Pemberton, Meth. Ep. Ch.........+.+. 50 00 Lang; MPs, Eliza 85 New Balte, N. Y. 20 00 
ama Conf.,Meth.Ep.Ch. $12 00 : OER CS Myrick, Reuben, Richio namie: 5 00 
ARKANSAS. Bainbridge, Pres. Deroesieplncisidetisisiver ec 10 O1 Noxon, Mrs. H. E., Noxon, N. Y....-- 1 00 
Batesville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South....... 13 95 epee Sweden Charge, Meth. tcp Pedro, Joseph H., New York 2 00 
CONNECTICUT. 4p. Se AB ee n Sayre, Brooks, Summit, N. J 13 vd 
Gut?ford, First Cong. Ch. 18 00 New Rochelle. St. John’s M. E. Ch... 20 00 Union Bible Service, Chester, N. J... 83 
Georgetown, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 100 New York, Pilgrim Church............ 8 60 mee 34 
Oneida, First Meth. Ep. Ch....... 5 00 $426 27 
a CALIFORNIA. Poughkeepsie, First Ref. Ch 72 60 
San José, Centella Meth. Ep.s. 8 4 00 are AUXILIARY SOCIETIES. 
“age Francisco, Centenary Meth. Ep. Central German Coni., Meth. Ep. Ch, 1 00 Credited Credited 
are ae 5 00 Cincinnati Cont Meth. Ep. Ch 6 00 as Donation. on Account. 
San Francisco, First Meth. Ep. Ch.i2 26 ®t, woth Ep Ch... labamaek t.caeatent ac eee $45 04 
ace, Met: Ep. Chiscine diate sc /Seneeis 4 00 ‘Ate Fl 15 00 
GEORGIA. East Ohio Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch. 4 00 Fes itt Beir oaganee ai 
Savannah Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch. 2 00 PENNSYLVANIA. Aaacns oe Tee elt Dee 99 08 
IDAHO. Harvey's Lake, Meth. Ep.Ch-.... . 2 00 Allen Go., Ohio..... .ccceses $17 00 
Idaho Conference, Meth. Ep.Ch ..... 700 Livermore, Pres. Chiz:..........- 530° Aurora Co., 8. D.....2.0-000- 17:16 
ILLINOIS. Mount Pleasant, Pres. Ch........ = 2 00S eAmatin: Co. ex aurea 29 10 
Brooklyn, Pres. Ch.....2.0-20..000000+ Ry Ne in ed 2 oie ake “1 Amherst and Vicinity Bible 
Illinois Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.... 128 00 SOUTH OAROLINA. Committec, Wis............ 7 00 
Northwest Swedish Conf., M. E. Ch... 32 00 MFUTEEGR, ETCRS CE. sc Fe ccccoecnecteres 2 00 Barnesville, Ga......0...0008 183 50 
INDIANA. SOUTH DAKOTA. Brow. Co, Ti csvescve cacti 40 ssa 
North Indiana Conference, Meth. Black Hills Mission Conference, Meth. Benton Co., Ind...........,.. eee 
2 EE See. 200 ED. OD. ..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeeeecees Roe ceeiee ee aT gl raat 
Remington, Meth. Ep. Ch...... ....... 30) Collection through Dist. Supt. Evans 11 35 Lal igie ps Ind.......... = % 
ee) TEXAS. Pry =<: rr ri . ; . :: =) F 
Collections from §. S., by Rey. Geo. Ladonia, Meth. Ep. Ch. $.§8.....-+...- 5 00 Soca dopa tO ai 4 on 
S. Savage, Dist. Supt.............005 770 “Meth. Ep. Ch.South......... 1015  pereiey Co., We Vaseeev.0ue 74 8T 
Lexington Conference, Meth.Ep.Ch. 2675 Texarkana, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 1250 Reloit, Wis... 2500 75 00 
PechwWouds Eres. CW e...c.c22tsssces ens tu cy  - Wichita Falls, Meth. Ep. Ch. South.. 200" Weaitoenighs ont. 1,000 09 
TOUIsLAN A Wrightsboro, Churches at,........+.+++ 10 00 Central, Cal... 6 65 
Franklin, Meth. Ep. Ch..............+ 100 VERMONT. Chicago, Ill....... eae ceais 5 200 vd 
Louisiana Conference, Meth. Ep. 15 50 Sharon, Cong. Clr. S.'8i..5...ceseesecss 3 90 Cowley Co. KS.....¢s.eees0- 85 58 
New Orleans, Trytania Pres. Ch...... 25 00 WEST VIRGINIA. Chanute & Vicinity, Ks..... 5 23 
MICHIGAN. Wheeling, Fourth St. Meth. Ep. Ch.. 3000 Clay Co., Ks............. Bern 50 00 
Michigan Conference, Meth. Ep. Ch.. 583 95 WISCONSIN. Crow Wing Co., Minn. :...+» Cee 
Amherst, Meth. Ep. 8.8..........000++ Pay Leen Ory MIDE sarees =: ae 
MINNESOTA. y Crystal Springs, Miss 7 00 
Chureh Collections, through Dist. Ashland, Meth. Ep. (= Bo ODUBE SLUM a 4 00 
7 Custer Co., Mon...... 4 45 
Sep, BVO 2 0 2 45s der apa gtes=<t 9% FOREIGN LANDS. Columbine, NY. 145 22 
Wood Lake, Meth. Ep. Ch 100 CO +=Norway—Mission Meth. Ep. Ch....... S118 CengaeCO NCO. 12 00 
MISSISSIPPI. Turkey—Contribution from Samson Cincinnati Young Men's, 
Daleville, Meth. Ep. Ch. South........ 28 00 DIStTlOhis scion sci cas aitis ose do nee svaniens 29 04 Ohio hack cater ee 181 98 
Lexington, Meth. Ep. Ch. South...... 22 95 $1,724 86 Covington Female, Ohio.. 80 00 
be Pres. CBscaviewas< lial, Kars as 9 50 Giay Ca. 8. Doo sa. ey A 16 81 
a Baptist Ch... ae 2 25 GIFTS FROM INDIVIDUALS Charleston and Vic., W.Va. 8313 4785 
“ Episcopal Ch. . 50 A Friend, Baltimore, Md..... ....-. Carbon Co., Wy0.,...-..06-: ; 9 54 
Newton, Churches at........---s-+000+ 2850 Beggs, Rev. W. E., Athens Cheyenne City, Wyo........ 19 45 
MISSOURI. Collections through Rey. Geo. 8. Decatur Co., Ala... 6 6% 
California, Churches at........-.....+ 9 56 Savage, Dist. Supt., Ky........... 16 90 Du Page Co.,, [ll.... < 18 00 
Savannah, Collection at ........... aa 800 Collections by Rey. N. P. Ramsey, Dickinson Co., Ks.. ie 21 18 
_ Maitland, Meth. Ep. Ch.......... --- 100 Paris, Tenses citcceicns ose 670 Dawson Co., Mon.. Ears 10 %5 
Missouri Conf., Meth. Ep. Ch. South 84 40 Collections by Colporteurs... 6770 Dade Co., Mo....... 7 40 
2000 Children of Jefferson, Ia.......-....- 8&2 Dawson Co.,, Neb... 24 10 
Piec tist 100 _ «&- ““ Polk City and Prairie - Dunham Co., N.C.. 100 00 
eed, Sunday School... Ea eh Ste 1 67 FRIST AO ce een Nee Sh EeR eee 617 Davison Co., 8. D.,........66 64 72 
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Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited Credited 
as DOAAOn on Doan: as Donation. on Account. as Donation. on Account. 
Dell Rapids, 8.Di..s..cs.eves $19 00 Jennings Co., Ind........... $9 45 MoLeah COs, [las ccscoawenr is $50 00 
OTSA, AIG, cedeeseswaderees 20 19 Jefferson Co., W.Va......-- $80 83 24 783 Montgomery Co., Ind........ ee 08 
Enfield Township, I]... .... $50 00 £1 66 Kingsland, Ark.... ........- 27 05 Marathon, Ia......... as 86 31 
Edgar and Vicinity, Neb.... 25 49 Knox Co., Ill ? 100 00 Mitchell Co., Ia. s..000s-.00- 41 00 
Emmet Co., Mich............+ 24 00 ROWAUNEE) TI. ci iccsccccves 12 00 Mahaska Co., Ia.......-...+5 36 €8 
Faulkner Co., Ark. 25 00 Knoxville, Tenn............. 28 25 Marion Co. (South), Ks.. 81 00 
Fort Valley, Ga..... > 20 CO 1 80 Kewaunee Co., Wis.......... 4 81 BEMIGO. Si see ht ads Kt RES eawe © 500 00 
Freeborn Co., Minn.......... 25 00 Limestone Co., Ala..... ... 25 84 Missoula Co., Mon..t........ 48 00 
RUPSeHARON  cx,cwamenve aaeae 9000 La Fayette Co., Ark.. 5 50 27 85 Monroe Coif Nv Ys. nce 100 00 
Franklin Co., Mo... 80 00 15 75 Lumpkin Co., Ga..... 68 5% Minnehaha Co., §. D......... 52 55 
Fillmore Co., Neb. 84 07 Lawrence Co., Ind. . 4 00 Moody Co:, 8. Doiwcds cvccreee $6 00 11 50 
Greene Co., Ia... : 4 50 72418 4. Lyon. Oo l@riwecessk 82 48 Marion Co., Tenn.,.........- 25 87 
Gallatin Co., Mon........... 88.80 Lake Superior, Mich........ 200 Morgan Co., W. Va.......-++ 27 00 
Geneva and Vicinity, Neb.. S4 94 Livingston, Mon........ .... 28 35 Manitowoc Co., Wis........- 5 00 
Greene Co., N. Y.....c00. 000s 80 00 Louisville, Miss............6. 5 00 Milwaukee Co., Wis.......... 25 00 
Galion and Vicinity, Ohio.. 12 55 87 45 Lincoln Coy Neb...... 6cs600. 49 8 Wewton Co., Pad..curs sans 9 18 
Hancock Co,, Tl............ 10 00 89 90 Long Island, by Meth. EF Nemaha Co., K8............++ 14 14 
Hamilton Co, Ind. 10 50 Ch. of Pearsall’s, N. Y..... 4 00 New York.. see 7,000 
Highland Co., Ks. . 21 51 Loveland and Vicinity, Ohio 41 78 Olmsted Co., “Minn. eer oc 22 85 
Harrison Co., Ky... 150 85 Lake Co., §.D.... cali..c..6e 30 00 Orange Co., N. Yucsese.0. 00s 1,200 189 C6 
Hopkins Co., Ky. : 5956 Lincoln Co.,8.D............ 62 15 Oswego Co., N. Y.....6. .e0+ 9 11 
Hamilton, MO. ei.0csstscievcee 16 00 Lauderdale Co., Tenn....... 78 51 Orange Bible Com., Texas... 46 00 
HOlt C0., (MO. e055 ciara we 8718  Ladonia, Tex.......... bale 22 50 Outagamie Co., Wis......... 6 82 
PIANO. S.65000 ccscce 3 02 Boreda, TeKiic 7. scceses 3 =see% 19 05 Pike Co: AR esc oe 25 00 
Ingham Co., Mich.... 41 11 Longview Bible Com., Tex.. 20 85 Pueblo Co. Cole. scc2Fiie 10 00 
Iron Mountain, Mich. 8 86 Laramie City, Wyo.......... 9 85 Pope Cog tities: yacseacctnees 5 84 
Tonia Co., Mich....... 50 00 Muscogee Co., Ga.........+06 29 88 Pike Co. Tes ne ee eases 52 20 
Jefferson Co., Ala.. 10 00 Marietta, Gasiivcs a att.casees 50 00 59 60 Pendleton & Vic., Ind....... 16 98 
Jefferson Co., Ark... 5 50 Marshallville, Ga............. 5 00 Pocahontas Co., [a.......... 58 00 
Judsonia, Ark...... Gere 6 60 14 00 Montgomery Co,, IIll......... 78 01 Pendleton Co., Ky..... ..... 62 02 
Jefferson Co., Ga.......6600. 8 00 MasoniCo., Tsien ccwtsaced 120 00 PIG) O07 ICY. cone ee ane casates 40 CO 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
7 
RECEIPTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
Income Grants 
A ; From Sales Sales re- 
Church Gifts Gifts from to 
Legacies. Collec- | from Aux-} from Indi- peace ROBOTEER Perpetual —— by Missionary pie ces Total Total 
tions. iliaries, viduals. ose: Si by Colpor- | hyust poe and other A Transfers.| Cash. 
onate: teurs. ends Agents. Gnolotion 
$ $ 
Cash ...... 1,532 76 | 1,724 86 | 9,480 04 426 77 163 56 426 36 555 55 | 6,227 25] ...... 1 20 20,588 35 
Tramsfers.| ...... are stt Wa 55°00 |, ce ilns seer SON Eb les shee alankiaters,, IMs cies a.0 5 50 93 22 
Bron Ani xiariog je..:sccacccdika ed sail Vette ware keene eee ees ba tleavnteess Seat iecacane Ra deiee conten alesse 10,690 67 
ce TP HOr LPAGESi¢ oacact candies rete cap ea ee eect Seer Nanri § arta wefhes Wediaces Ge Ss asahbrem a RSiatenee 1,245 40 
SMR RON tS: 5 5cc0d.cbe wath ROR Mean sola Oak ook see Coreen SE CN SACRE ACHE ERE OP RE rinse eB ype Cae eres 1,850 97 
“Interest on Available Funds............... Gye ana, ourebeienntos ots. ain gin 3a a pwintere eal eTOCs 2 “ptr . 57 00 
“Trust Funds—For Re-investment............-sesseceeeeeees TENS aon ee BFR aan slernsia's< wnnieteis eG atorary odie 10,000 00 
S~ Bloctric: Light... .sc2 ieee ce siSiiak's asi wdies Pree gEeaE ae eee a Vee rece ie ee cae eea's wanted ees 41 25 
RECEIPTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
Deposito: Sales of Waste 
Lip ry Retail Sales. see ; Job Work. Miscellaneous: 
CHEN ip ails chiviee's.s wicieig\aie's = 2,226 59 256 24 a thle oa CROOKES 2,482 83 
Transfers.......- 22,545 89 415 06 fadsWweas 698 27 Ss Oe 5h 
Total Shaan at ane Gr wat ane ene ESSE 
Cash Balance from August, 1891........csccccceccecececesecdecvcecce sete teeeeseeeteescensecees| 25,853: fe) 


N, B—The amounts in Iratso type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary 
cs a 7 sai? ema somata teat Se 


payments by transter as Teste the niin aes 


$72,759 5 


a} 
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Credited Credited Credited Credite o 2 
as Donation. on Account. as ouatens on Account een a gre ee a cp 
Paynesyille & Vic. Bible Upson’ Coa Gn ees ok sa 2 8 arker, Rey. Z. A., from 8. §. Supply, r 
Were. Ming JP vise S87 50 Walon Cog TAK ese ies veces 16 55 See et at ha 48 84 
Pipestone Co., Minn... $1000 1818  Unton & Vic., Mich.......... 14.00: TARTAR Board net Reb lpanen Weal 
Piketon & Vic., Ohio 11 45 Uinta Co., WYO... 106 eRe ES, Work, PRM a Geli he EBay yas oe 
Piqua Female, Ohio......... 2 Nis oe pe MORMONG ace tees spudiien’ os se 500 cg ~—« EOrter, William, Homeworth, Ohio. 2 v0 
Pennsylvania ..............0. APANO ONY) 0 ANATSAIIN ccm onseeasamge ce sxws gy0 09 «Robertson, Mrs. A. E., Muscogee, Ind. ae 
Panhandle, Texas............ 29 50 Weat Winsted, Ct........5... 43 8 TOD eeeeseeeeeeeeeeteeeeeseeeeeeene 8 20 
Rock Island Co., I)... ...... 100 05 West Point, Ga............... 17 40 oe 
Randolph Co., Ind........... 50 88 Washington Co., Ga......... 114 $168 56 
Roakiand Co. N.Y...:...... 80 CO Winnebago Co. Ill........... 102 %8 SALES REPORTED BY FOREIGN 
Racine Welsh, Wis.......... 450 Whiteside Co., Ill........ sea 42 60 AGENTS. 
Shelby Co., Ala.............. 6520 Wells Co., Ind.............4-4 $506 8002 Cuba Agency..........sssesnecceeeesene $62 55 
Stephens, Ark..............05 21 75 Woodbury Co.,, Ia............ 25 00 Revyant ASency dis wesaeg- wnesedeclecses 6,050 70 
Sumter Co., Ga............... 9 49 Woodford Co., Ky........... 150 00 BLAM AWONCY i secs vvson gens rels semene 114 00 
BGR Ca Ea...o cos. = as 4000 Winona Co., Minn........... 94 22 ae 
Sumner Co. Ks....... ccc 6 25 Warren Co., Ohio............ 65 00 $6,227 25 
Southwestern, La......... .. 28 81 Wichita Co., Texas......... 84 20 JE 
= : id ‘ MISCELLANEOUS. 
St. Joseph & Vic., Mich..... 25 00 Yellowstone Co., Mon....... 27 15 Sales by Colporteurs u $426 36 
Silver Bow Co., Mon......... 87 15 Yankton Cog Sy Dukes. 9) cog ABICR Sib atiqis dt} ac. Sliinerae Wimcigh - tie anita peat 
yee | Lay pane 20) 00 SS ne Rta BRIGGS de akon ace 2,226 59 
Sarpy Co., Neb.2. .......00... 6 00 $9,480 04 $10,690 67 Rantala 1,850 97 
Somerset Co., N. T. eee ee 3 400 00 erred f . ¥ Tere eee eee eee ee! 5 * by 
Sussex Co., N. PAT 500 00 RETURNS FROM BOOKS DONATED. ahs Nida eect eet ah oF as 
Shelby Co., Ohio .. ......... 38 06 19 66 American Tract Society,New York.. $41 07 ‘ ie Re anahie Budde ee BT 00 
Sennen CO. (Wek), Oba. 88 18 Brock, G. H., Port Townsend, Wash.. 2% Trust Funds for re-investment....... 10,000 00 
pmtom, OHIO ck. ces cc css 12 v0 Evans, Rev. J. T., Dist. Supt. from Electric Lightst eee 41 25 
Sanborn Co., 8. D............ 12 50 25 7 Mawerd HED. o.gec6 web h 8 00 Giindries, ee ee ae 1 20 
San Marcos & Hays Co., Tex. 70 63 Mead, Rey. A. J., from S. S. Supply, —— 
St. Croix Co., Wis..... ....« 17 21 25 69 WONG, SAV e se dechwsemes ech suiet cacy 10 00 $16,660 56 
Tompkins Co., N. Y.......... 40 00 Manecke, H. J., Puerto Plata, San ——— 
Mreer Cai, 8. Dil. 503 kk $2 87 DOMIN PO. LAs CoP eons ts ced ekcecwiedens 8 6) Total Recelpis.yisct-wik. vanessetewes $46,906 47 
FOR SEPTEMBER, 1891, 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR BENEVOLENT ACCOUNT. 
District Colpor- Grants BIBLES. 
Sup’ts’ teurs’ to Mis- : Total Total 
: 3 Foreign |. B.S. Miscel- 0 0 
Salaries Salaries - sion’y & 7 
and Ex- | and Ex- | 48encies. |other go-| Record. | laneous.| To ‘eames gece: cates Donated. |Transfers.| Cash. 
penses. penses. cieties. , 4 
$ $ 
Cash........| 3,032 12 891 46 | 14,410 82; .... | 128 60 |-241 40 os Seep Capetrod let sone oS manetae 18,204 40 
Transfers... & oe oes 195 99} .... | 850 08 witb aaere 3,466 80 888 87 | 2,474 71) 6,875 96 
Auxiliaries—Value of Books Supplied, &...................00 Scehs staisiereeelamincet Bi aiielsteldie cig@oins cideieis(e'e'eie/slelne's| h20,000 ul) 
The Trade— . sy i Ieee eee ese 'sicias's's “is nicmaaenaMemesasaaee ama seeiee sea nie mura cen Oo) 
Books for the Blind on Account of Burr Legacy Income..............ceseeeeecceecceeeres ealpa eat aies velemeceleee 15h 01 
Bible House Expenses...........eeceeeeeree eeeeeee Pain RATT e Te Tels wis aa ue Se ee Bae SS EIea lclalale a’ wik/stavelitehavo AbT!s|o o'ereressieis 1,309 14 
General Salaries and Expenses... 2.6.22. .c ssc aew tec cecscve savncscedccccccssaciones BARE Senondonone aoe joes 152 20 2,521 08 
Enterest on, Life InvestMent,.. 0.00. cvgcececcecewcve cds crserederdsccvccerenbersascscesrcscences Bite nscarsialen eiateloisisielsis’s F 198 68 
Trust Funds Inyested...... Por APE oe SRE Sree sic Bic SRS RAE cSiornw ais nei alhae tenahariae NM teesce Be isto manic & 10,925 00 
Electric Light.......... We cs aeeecuies eciels ato ep Ae eapate sive Sans SOL OLO MP aELS oid ola eae Wak oF sais bathe aes ie sider eeenminn 9 88 
Re I he ee ee ee ee 
0 —— 
DISBURSEMENTS FOR MANUFACTURING ACCOUNT. 
RY. 
ey wiagis Salaries DEPOSITO io ; 
Man’ Machin’ry| and Ex- Boxes, Books iscount 
Wages. | Material | Repairs & pins & Tools. | penses in | Cartage. Sead sie Imported, | 02 Sales. 
— Depository kis yt turned. |Duties, ete. 
Cash.......| 10,469 85 | 12,200 87 544 38 476 65 45 35 | 509 19 866 87 sees tone sees 24,613 76 
1,830 07° 
Transfers.. rs = ae aia aise 2 10 aren 5 00 Seat 1,822. 97 7 


Total Transfers..........-sscccscecscccccecccccceccccccecetcscescscessessasecssscseseecs| 23,926 31 

© Cash Disbursements..........0-sscccsccccceccncroncgececresdsetstecrscesesscsccsscsesese-oees| 57,781 Of 
Cash Balance forward to October, PEO ce oes hecute onth earsie the Selaeh ome eabladeeldaeene gin caiecSescnetin 14, 01e06 
Sie eee amounts» in Iratio type are not actual cash transactions, but necessary payments a a se stom = different. $72,750 60 


3 <a Departments, to show the net result of each. 
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OFFICERS OF THE AMERIOAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


HON. ENOCH L. FANCHER, L Ma Ebi ose ce s cae President. 
REV. EDWARD W. GILMAN, D.D.. 

Jorrespondt 
REV. ALEXANDER MCLEAN, D.D........ sat wi ha inte 
REV. ALBERT S. HUNT, D.D.........-0.++ Sec ies. 


WIELLIAM FOULE SB) ccutessncvrv-eveeny oer ensneaey Treasurer. 
CALEB ROW B:vicnnyeueeprieas:. 


DIRECTIONS TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Letters relating to the general work of the Society in the 
United States or foreign lands, and requests for grants of 
books and communications for the Bible Society Record, 
should be addressed to ‘The Secretaries of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Letters transmitting funds, and those relating to accounts, 
fiscal reports, Life Memberships, and Legacies, should be 
addressed to ‘The Treasurer of the American Bible Society, 
Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for Bibles and Testaments, the Bible Society Record, 
ete., and letters in reference to the transmission of the same, 
should be addressed to “The General Agent of the American 
Bible Society, Bible House, Astor Place, New York.” 

Orders for books should be accompanied with payment, as 
the rule of the Society requires that all sales shall be for cash 
only. No books are supplied for sale on commission, but as a special 
inducement, a discount of ten per cent. from the catalogue prices is 
made to Auxiliary Societies and dealers in bestia 


BIBLES AND ) TESTAMENTS. 


The attention of the public is invited to the large assort- 
ment of Bibles and Testaments published by the Society, and 
for sale at cost at the Bible House in New York. 

The prices of Bibles vary from twenty cents to twenty-seven 
dollars. Testaments from jive cents upwards. 


DISTRICT SUPERINTENDENTS. 


FIELD OF LABOR, 


NAME AND POST-OFFICE ADDRESS. 


Alabama & Florida.............. Rev. Z. A. PARKER, 
Birmingham, Ala. 
PATEMNSOS Ts. Pile seidets co sennles ab Rev. E. M. PrpKin, 
Little Rock, Ark. 
California & Nevada............ Rev. JOHN THOMPSON, D.D., 
Oakland, Cal. 
TE BOP IG sso sais oil dash o ats4)e' sds tary Rev. HERBERT P. MYERS, 
Barnesville, Geo. 
PIR WOIS..8 9:7. ss skew k wigs ernie 1 Rey. E. G. SMITH, 
Princeton, Il. 
USGL co aycreerce rece sche aiecoole ete Rev. W. J. VIGUS, 
Wabash, Ind, 
SSCS fone ah tus Sorta ewhivieae con on ..... Rev. R. W. HUGHES, 
Grinnell, Towa. 
WC ADIBAR cc ce cies xv ee sat etsts Rev. S. D. Storrs, 
Topeka, Kansas. 
Kentucky & Tennessee......... Rev. GEO. S. SAVAGE, M. D. 


Covington, Ky. 
Louisiana & Mississippi........ Rev. J. W. MCLAURIN, 
New Orleans, La, 


Michigan & Wisconsin.......... Rey. ANDREW J. MEAD, 
Appleton, Wis. 
Minnesota & Dakota............ Rev. Josaua T. Evans, 
Minneapolis, Minn. 
MESSOUTI tatedies “Taco Ais es a aieaak Rey. J. W. Lewis, D. D., 
St. Louis, Mo, 
Nebraska, cate te | & Wyo- f Rev. G. W. WAINWRIGHT, D.D., 
THING. <a ses» Se Pete. Blair, Neb, 
New Jersey & Didldwatel seveeees REV. WILLIAM W. MOFFETT, 
Westfield, Union Co., N. J. 
New Work )oiach, sesuies -sesee.. Rev. D, K. VAN DORE 
Machantoanee, ie 


North & South Carolina........Rev. Taomas H. LAw, D.D., 
Spartanburg, S. C. 
Ohio......... Jedseese¥ads santas ee OV. By 8, GILLETTE, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 
Oregon, Washington Terr’ y, 1 | Rey. P. P. C, HETZLER, 
Idaho, and Montana....... Salem, Oregon. 
IPORAG) OU bak BISON. cattails te ROM Wrtasam B. RANKIN, © 
Austin, Texas, 
West EMA es seams ite PN, THOMAS CorTon, 
Pirectrey ./ Ww. dog 


BisLe SocreTy RECORD. 


Every pe 
receive ee Micpeoi a 
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NOTICES TO AUXILIARIES. 


The officers of Auxiliary Societies are requested to forward 
their annual reports to the Parent Society promptly. Blank 
forms will be furnished for this purpose on application. 

Whenever a new society is organized, notice of the event 
should be given immediately to the Parent Society, so that it 
may be recognized. The names of its officers and their post- 
office addresses should also be given. 

No society can be considered as hating become auxiliary, 
until it shall have officially communicated to the Parent 
Society that its sole object-is to promote the circulation of the Holy 
Scriptures without note or comment ; and that it will place its sur- 
plus revenue, after supplying its own district with the Scriptures, 
at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as it shall 
remain thus connected with it. 


DONATIONS. 

The payment of thirty dollars at one time constitutes the 
subseriber a Life Member of the Society. ‘The increase of 
the subscription to one hundred and fifty dollars, or the 
contribution of that amount in one payment, constitutes the 
subscriber a Life Director. 


FORM OF A BEQUEST TO THE SOCIETY. 


I give and bequeath to the American Bible Society, formed 
in New York in the year eighteen hundred and sixteen, the 
sum of , to be applied to the charitable uses and 
purposes of said Society. 


REGULATIONS RESPECTING GRANTS. 


To whom grants are made. Upon suitable application, the 
Board of Managers will make grants of books, to Auxiliary 
Societies and to other responsible parties, for ans and gratui- 
tous distribution. 

The descriptions of books granted. The Board of Managers 
grant chiefly their cheaper publications, keeping in view the 
special necessities of the various classes of persons to be 
supplied. Fine and costly books cannot be given away con- 
sistently with the benevolent ends of the Society. 

How to obtain grants. For local work, requests for dona- 
tions of books should be presented first to the Auxiliary Soci- 
eties within whose fields the books are to be distributed, and 
whose duty it is to furnish them, if possible. When an Aux- ; 
iliary is unable to do this, application should b. made to this 
Society, with the endorsement of a responsible officer of the 
Auxiliary. 

Applications from Auxiliaries, and those for general work 
from other parties, should each have the endorsement of the 
District Superintendent. 

Public institutions supported by local or State governments, and — 
public libraries, colleges, seminaries, and secular schools, donot come 
within the range of charitable objects. 2 

.The American Bible Society expects that due credit will j 
be given for its donations by those to whom its books are 
confided for distribution. 


BIBLE SOCIETY RECORD. ee ae 


The price of the Bible Society Record to subscribers, for P 
1891, will be 30 cents a year, in advance, and the “3 
States postage in all cases will be prepaid by the Societ; 
Twelve copies will be sent to one address for three dollars, 
in advance. Any life director or life member of this Society 
may receive one copy free of postage by virtue of his mem- 
bership, on the simple condition that the request for it is renewed — 
annually. On the same condition a copy will be sent 
tors of churches contributing soy ge to the funds 
Society. % be 
Three copies will be sent, as. heretofore, to the res 
secretary, and treasurer of each auxiliary from 
tances are received, Other copies may be 
club rates; but the money should in 
the order. tere 0s ra 


een 


on me : 
ne ENTERED AT TE FOST-OFFION AP NEW YORE, X.Y, AS 5 
= > 1 sh ia? 
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